
PITCH TESTING 
A NEW 
APPROACH 

• Spotlight Stage 2 November 10:45

• Dean Tingley & Niall MacPhee



Sports Labs group, a sports 
engineer with 16 years 

experience in technology and 
testing and player feedback

Sports Turf Consultant
Niall MacPhee

Associate Director

Dean Tingley

INTRODUCTIONS

An expert in build and 
maintenance of natural and 

hybrid, leading elite 
competition delivery



• Our data journey & data potential 

⚬ Data – Insights – Objective 

• What brings accuracy

• Actions (By person/machine)

• Trending and bench marking for you

• AAA Tour - The power of insights

• The FIFA program

WHAT WE 
WILL COVER



Harness the power of self assessment with 

accuracy in collection.

Data – Insights – Action. We talked about this, 

now we can do it to better effect.

For AI or machine learning we need data

WHY IS THIS A 
NEW APPROACH



COMPANY 
PROFILE

Sports Surface and 
technology experts, 
improving playing 

conditions

Building a global 
presence with our 

network and ability to 
travel with innovation

Key Activities

Geographical 
Location

Our People

Leaders, driven and 
experienced with a 
balance of skill sets

Inclusive model

Interactive and built 
for all with knowledge 
sharing at the heart of 

our operations
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OUR DATA JOURNEY
With over 1  mil l ion data points,  over 20 years of 

data we now leading with objective intell igence.

This al lows our leading consultants to provide the 
most up to date and informative recommendations 

for pitch improvement

DATA

INSIGHTS
ACTION



FIELD
MARSHALL
TOUR
A VOLUNTARY COMMITMENT

• Construction

• All levels - access for all
• To gain the knowledge not 

known in industry

A deep dive into more construction 
versus performance objective data

• Bringing player safety and 
experience back into play



WHAT BRINGS 
ACCURACY
• Have confidence and consistency

• Data is powerful when accurate

• Build up you pitch passport





SURFACE HARDNESS



SURFACE HARDNESS



SURFACE DEFORMATION



SURFACE DEFORMATION



MOISTURE READING



TRACTION (ROTATIONAL RESISTANCE)



RATING - HARDNESS - MOISTURE



THATCH - ORGANIC DEBRIS



TOTAL GROUND COVERAGE



TOTAL GROUND COVERAGE



MASS ROOT DEPTH





FIFA NPS & 
WEBINAR

• The FIFA program

⚬ Guidance documents

⚬ Quality Programme

• Webinar

⚬ FIFA Natural & Hybrid Pitch Testing 

⚬ Wed 8th of November, 14.00 – 1500 GMs



WHY

RECONNECT 

WITH THE 

PLAYER

HOW

•

•

•

•

•

•



THANK 
YOU
Get in touch to see where you can go
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